. SEM pictures of different schwertmannite samples from the studied sites: (A) Natural schwertmannite formed by Fe(II) oxidation in Herrerías mine pit lake (note difference between pin-cushion-like (Shpc) and globular (Shg) schwertmannite); (B) Natural, pin-cushion-like schwertmannite formed by Fe(II) oxidation in acidic water sampled from a deeper layer in the same mine site; (C) Synthetic schwertmannite particles formed in the laboratory (note similarity of particle morphology and size with (A)). 
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